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Pastor’s Message 

Contact Pastor 

Gary at             

1 (541) 350-7737  

or                               

ggkouts65@gmail.com 

For Freedom Christ has Set us Free: a resource found on the Internet by     
Pastor Gary as a submission for Emmanuel Lutheran’s July Church Newslet-
ter 2026. From “The American Bible Society”, July 4, 2016).  

  

“This Independence Day article honors both our earthly and heavenly citizen-
ships. It encourages congregants to celebrate their nation’s freedoms while 
fixing their ultimate hope on the eternal, unbreakable liberty found in Christ. 
[1, 2, 3]” 

  

“True Freedom: Celebrating with Kingdom Eyes 

As we gather for the Fourth of July to enjoy family barbecues, parades, and 
fireworks, it is a wonderful time to reflect on the blessings of liberty. As Chris-
tians, we give thanks for the peace and freedom we enjoy in our nation, recog-
nizing that these blessings provide a platform for us to live out our faith and 
serve our neighbors in Edmonds, WA, and beyond. [1, 2, 3] 

However, the Bible reminds us that our truest, most enduring citizenship is 
not of this world. 

  

     In Galatians 5:1, we are reminded: "It is for freedom that Christ has set us 
free”.      

  

     “While we celebrate the earthly freedom of our country, we are invited into 
a deeper, spiritual freedom. This is the liberty from sin and death, bought for 
us on the cross, and it is a freedom that no earthly government can grant or 
take away. [1, 2, 3, 4, 5]” 

As you celebrate this “Independence Day, we encourage you to reflect on both 
kinds of freedom. Pray for our leaders, thank God for the peace we share, and 
remember those in our armed forces who sacrifice for the safety of others. 
Most importantly, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, who offers us a 
lasting, eternal freedom. [1, 2, 3] 

  

Join Us in Worship 

We invite you to join us this Sunday, July 5th  at 10:00am for a special time of 
Church worship, Fourth of July gratitude for our Soldiers, and Christian fel-
lowship as we celebrate the red, white, and blue through the lens of our faith. 
[1, 2]” 

Pastor Gary Koutsopolous  
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Independence Day 

In July we celebrate Independence Day.  But not “all” of us.  For some, there are no hot dogs, 

hamburgers on the grill.  No beans or potato salad, no iced Tea or cola.  For some, the 4th of 

July is just another empty, depressing and hungry day.  You can give the gift of joy of hope 

and of something to celebrate by loading up the “First Fruits” cart.  The real meaning of       

independence day for some is that for at least one day, they will not need to be “dependent” 

on others to just get by.   

Next First Fruits is July 5th and August 2nd!!  

Thank you to Sally for coordinating this important ministry! 

America the Beautiful...the story behind the words 

The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; the world and all its fullness, You have 

founded them.  Psalm 89:11 

“In 1892, the US observed the 400th anniversary of the discovery of America by Christopher 

Columbus. 

As part of the celebration, the city of Chicago sponsored a World’s Fair, which carried over to 

the next year.  It was in the early summer of 1893 that  a group of professors from Wellsley 

College visited the Exposition on their way to teach summer school in Colorado.  The women 

later compared the wonders of the man-made fair with the glory of God’s handiwork in the 

Rockies.   

At the close of school, the teachers decided to visit Pike’s Peak, elevation 14,000 feet. One of 

them, Katharine Lee Bates, later wrote:   We hired a prairie wagon.  Near the top we had to 

leave the wagon and go the rest of the way on mules.  I was very tired. But when I saw the 

view, I felt great joy.  All the wonder of America seemed displayed there, with the sea-like    

expanse…. 

It was then and there, as I was looking out over the sea-like expanse of fertile country    

spreading away so far under those ample skies, that the opening lines of the hymn  floated  

into my mind.  When we left Colorado Springs the four stanzas were penciled in my           

notebook...the Wellesley work soon absorbed time and attention again, the notebook was laid 

aside, and I do not remember paying heed to these verses until the second summer following, 

when I copied them out and sent them  to,                      

The Congregationalist, where they first appeared in print 

July 4, 1895.  The hymn attracted an unexpected amount 

of attention. ….. In 1904, I rewrote it, trying to make the 

phraseology more simple and direct.   

The new version fist appeared in the Boston Evening 

Transcript, November 19, 1904.” 
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We Were Blessed…………. 

 

Our longtime missionary, Bob Fox, blessed us with a visit and an 

inspirational Temple Talk.  Since we last saw Bob his life has 

changed dramatically.  His missionary life is now in the US and 

supporting and missionaries that are preparing to go to Africa.  He 

and Cheryl served many years in Niger.  Bob lost his precious wife, 

Cheryl, a few months ago.  Bob is continuing to serve our Lord in 

this special way.  If you choose to support Bob and his mission you 

can make a contribution sending it to Emmanuel Lutheran and  

write on the memo line for Bob Foxes’ ministry.  Thank you, Bob, 

for including us in your busy trip here to the Northwest.  You   

continue to be in our prayers. 

Bob gave us a special 

gift that will always 

hang on our wall.  

Annual Church Picnic 

If your Summer Calendar is beginning to 

fill up please add to your plans our annual 

church picnic on  

Sunday, August 30th 

Following our Sunday Worship Service 

At  

Olympic                 

Lutherhaven  

More information is      

coming soon! 

 

Sharing a Love of Crafts 

Starting the beginning of summer vacation for 

our childcare children will begin a summer craft 

club.  I am very excited to be teaching an art 

technique (with the assistance of Chelette and 

Kris) each week with a little bit of 

history behind the craft.  It will 

be fun to see what the children 

come up with.                          -Sharie 

On Sunday, July 19th, you can help 

support Lutherhaven but go-

ing to McCloud’s Grill House 

for a fun night of Bingo at 

4:30.                                                             

Questions? Ask Teresa or Glen 
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The Same, But Not…….. 

Near Jerusalem is located Qasr el Yahud, “The 

castle of the Jews.”  1,270 feet below sea level in 

a valley lined with palm and tamarisk trees, 

rhododendron and Sodom apple.  Here the    

Israelites, after 40 years in the Wilderness, had 

crossed into the promised land.  Here the 

prophet Elijah ascended to heaven in a chariot 

of fire-it is a most Holy Place.  Here Christ was 

baptized by John the Baptist.  Today the river 

there, the Jordan is bled nearly dry because of 

irrigation and is little more than a gully full of 

sluggish brown water only a few yards wide.  

Still, the Jordon is a Holy place for Baptism.  

Christian priests, with 

great pomp and         

ceremony still baptize 

believers in the Jordan.  

The Eastern Christians 

it will always remain a 

most Holy place.               

-Larry 

Always Ready 

When I was 15 years old, I enlisted in the 

Army National Guard and was assigned to 

the 803rd Tank Battalion.  The motto of the 

803rd was “Always Ready.”  That didn’t 

mean shined shoes, a clean uniform or a full 

ammo clip-it meant we were ready to “give 

our all” for our fellow soldiers and our 

country.  Are you 

ready to “give you 

all” for Jesus?  Isn’t 

that what He did for 

us?             -Larry 

Did You Know This? 

During the 9th and 10th century a struggle 

developed between lay people and the     

clergy.  Nobles had gone beyond their       

historic rights in selecting candidates for 

church posts and controlling church affairs.  

Examples of this included untrained clergy, 

purchase of church posts,   sexual laxity and 

control of appointment and 

allegiance of abbots, bishops 

and popes.  As Yogi Berra 

would say,    “It’s Deja vu all 

over again.”                    -Larry 

God, Time and History 

Ancient Baptism: The baptism John offered 

was not unique, nor was Christianity the 

first religion to immerse its members in  

water.  Worship of Mithras, Isis and other 

pagan gods involved ceremonial baths.  The 

closest parallel with John’s baptism was the 

ritual that formally initiated converts into 

the  Jewish faith.  - Larry 

The Final Report 

The summer school break signals that 

“Final Report Card.”  Do you advance 

to the next grade, graduate from high 

school or college?  What if…….we needed a  

report card to claim that title “Christian?”  Go 

ahead…...check off the following categories 

and give yourself your “Final Report”.  I am a 

holy steward; I am dignified; I am not double-

tongued; I am not addicted to wine or drugs; I 

am not greedy for dishonest gain; I have a 

clear conscience; I am a faithful and true      

believer; I am blameless, and above reproach; 

I have confessed all my sins and asked for         

forgiveness; I well manage my household and 

teach my children the way of the Lord.  How 

did you do?               (Reference 1Tim 1:6-3:12)  

-Larry 
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July Birthdays 

1————————————————-Cole Simons  

15———————————-—Lori Koutsopoulos 

July Anniversaries 

17———————Pastor Rob & Delores Stroud 

August Birthdays 

15——————————————Bonnie Stouffer  

27——————————————-Teresa Prange   

28—————————————Kris Covarrubias 

August Anniversaries                                  

10———————————Jim & Miki Turowski  

12———————--——-Glen & Marialis Jurges   

27————————--——Carl & Melody Knight 

If you have any additions or        

corrections to our birthday or    

anniversary list please let our      

editor, Sharie Adrig, know at 

gadrig@comcast.net 

    Members Serving in July                       

Altar Guild ———————--——Teresa Prange    

    Rose Link           

             Kneeda Williams   

Reader———————–———-—Sarah Kaiser    

Members Serving in August                     

Altar Guild———————————Sally Farner    

              Kris Covarrubias   

Reader ——————-————-Judy Armstrong 

What’s Coming Up?                                               
July                                                                               

4————–-———————Independence Day           

5—————————-10—————Worship Service   

7————–——-—-1—————Childcare Craft Club   

9———-———-10—————-Mid-week Bible Study  

11————-8:30———Men’s Fellowship Breakfast   

12—————————10—————-Worship Service    

14———————-1—————-Childcare Craft Club   

16———————10————Mid-week Bible Study     

19———–————10—————-—-Worship Service  

            4:30——————Bingo at McClouds   

21————————1—————-Childcare Craft Club    

23—————-10———-——-Mid-week Bible Study    

26————————-10——————Worship Service 

28——————————1———Childcare Craft Club   

30————–——10————Mid-week Bible Study   

August                                                                                 

2———————-10—–——————Worship Service   

4———-————1——————-Childcare Craft Club  

6————–——10—————-Mid-week Bible Study 

8————-8:30———-Men’s Fellowship Breakfast   

9———————-—-10——————Worship Service  

10—————————6—————-Kitsap Peninsula 

                      Knitter’s Guild      

13——————-10—————Mid-week Bible Study    

16————————-10—————-Worship Service    

August 28th-One Day VBS  

August 30th Annual Church 

Helping with Coffee Hour                      
I am sure many of you enjoy coffee hour and 

would like to help in some way.  Please talk to 

Rose Link or  Teresa Prange about ways you can 

help.  Thank you two ladies and Stu for all you do. 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

Second Saturday of the month! 

 8:30  AM at All Star Lanes 

Questions?  Ask Glen or Pastor Gary 


